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PresidentÕs Message

With the end of the year upon us, I have a great 
opportunity to reflect on where we are as a community 
and a congregation. In the past year-and-a-half we have 
welcomed Rabbi Ed Stafman and his wife Beth Lee to 
Bozeman. And during the last six months we have 
enjoyed the many benefits that come with having Rabbi 
Ed and Beth living here full-time. We are so fortunate to 
have a resident Rabbi setting down roots in our 
community and helping us build a stronger richer Jewish 
community. Rabbi Ed and Beth have already created 
lasting friendships, and, thankfully, our spiritual leader 
has been much more available to perform Rabbinical 
duties at the odd times they are inevitably needed.
 
At the same time, we are halfway through our fiscal year 
and already have a record number of families signed up 
as members. ItÕs my pleasure to report that we have more 
than 100 families.  We look forward to further growth in 
future years with the addition of our resident Rabbi and 
our increased offerings from the entire spectrum of our 
members.
 
I loved seeing so many of you participating in our 
meaningful High Holidays festivities, and I look forward 
to your continued presence and support throughout 2010!
 
Shalom, 
Jake Werner

Minna Gompertz (left) and Alyssa Moshavi 
with their menorahs at the Chanukah party.
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Rabbi 
Ed Stafman 

Board of Directors 
Jake Werner - President 

Alan Rassaby - Vice President 
Diane Yankelevitz - Treasurer 
Elizabeth Burnim - Secretary

Josh Burnim
Gail Gettler
Amy Keefer

Debbie Kriendler
Ron Gompertz
Bob Rasmus   

Franke Wilmer 

Committee Chairs
Adult Education, Open

Building & Grounds, Bob Rasmus
Caring, DeeDee Rasmus

Communications, Romi Neustad
Family and Children, Amy Keefer

Fundraising, Jake Werner
Interfaith, Open

Membership, Alan Rassaby
Programming, Paul & Barbara 

Rosenthall
Ritual, Josh Burnim

Shalom Kids & Tots, Jenny Ryan
Sweet Pea, Franke Wilmer

OfÞce Administrator 
Lisa Roots 

Rabbinic Aide 
Stanley Rosenberg 

Volunteer Teachers 
Shalom Kids 
Alan Rassaby 

Irene Grimberg
Jim Nallick 
Josh Burnim
Zohar Hicks
Shalom Tots 
Amy Keefer
Danny Hicks

Maddy Rassaby 

Webmasters 
Ron and Michelle Gompertz 

Ryan Forbes 

Newsletter Editors 
Jim Nallick, Anika Hanisch

My First Chanukah Party with Temple Beth 
Shalom    
      
Stepping into the warmth and laughter at Temple, I took in the crowd. Rabbi 
was sporting shabby-chic with his AIDS awareness ribbon on a plaid winter 
shirt. Jim and Benji Nallick came wearing matching seasonal kippot. Anika 
Hanisch showed warm and trendy in knee-high black shearling lined boots. 
As always, the mother daughter pair, Elizabeth and Elianna Burnim, were 
simply dashing in party frocks and bejeweled in sparkles. And me? Arriving 
fashionably late in an updated wool skirt and designer (free) winter jacket I 
smiled, noticing quite a turnout at my first Chanukah party at Temple Beth 
Shalom in Bozeman. The cold and snow did not hold anyone back from our 
annual festivities.
 
After assessing the fashion-ability of my fellow party-goers, we soon 
assembled to watch the Shalom Kids Players present the Chanukah story. 
My favorite part had to be when Judith stabbed the Assyrian. Both the 
stabber and the stabbee gave Oscar worthy performances Ð kudos to the 
sister-brother duo, Olivia and Avery Swarthout who appeared to be having 
WAY too much fun with that scene. The play was followed by a never before 
heard (and perhaps not again) rendition of ÒNo Oil, No OilÓ by the Rassaby 
Quartet. The crowd laughed and groaned simultaneously.  Alan RassabyÕs 
perseverance made this a memorable moment of the Chanukah party.

Next, we gathered to light our menorahs and eat. There were latkes and hash 
browns enough for the entire town of Bozeman! There were jelly doughnuts 
enough to keep the children of Temple Beth Shalom happy for at least 
another eight days. Perhaps it will become known as the miracle of the jelly 
doughnuts.  Linda NallickÕs creamed corn was voted most popular by the 
comments of the feasters, and the apple bunt cake should definitely run for 
re-election at the next Beth Shalom feast.

The evening wound up with a riveting game of Jewperdy! Benji Nallick and 
Elianna Burnim tied for the trip to Israel upon their 18th birthdays after 
racking up an amazing 3,500 point each. Impressive!

All in all, this must go down in the records as a most successful Chanukah 
party. The turn out was fantastic, and much merriment was had by all! 

~Jennifer Stadum
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Our local Family Promise network, which provides 
housing, training, and resources for homeless families, 
is in its fourth year of operation.  We currently have 
eleven host congregations, which rotate on a weekly 
basis to house the families throughout the year.  
Helping these host congregations are eleven partner 
congregations like Beth Shalom, which works with 
Pilgrim Congregational Church during approximately 
five weeks each year when Pilgrim hosts the families.  

During the day, the families are either at work, 
school, or at the Family Day Center where they meet 
with the case worker or Executive Director as they look 
for work and link into the local resources that can 
provide assistance.  Families generally show up at the 
host congregation around 5:30 for dinner, which is 
prepared and served by volunteers.  Evenings are spent 
helping kids with homework or playing games; adults 
often relax or work on job applications.  

Volunteers are needed during the evening, for the 
overnight shift, and to help serve breakfast the next 
morning.  Any volunteers having direct contact with the 
families are asked to attend a two-hour training session, 
which is offered on a monthly basis by the volunteer 
director of Family Promise.  

During the weeks that Pilgrim hosts the families, Beth 
Shalom provides volunteers for one evening and 
ensuing overnight and morning shifts.  Generally two 
or more people bring food for dinner, two are needed to 
stay and serve dinner, and two are needed to overnight.  
We also provide bag lunch supplies for the families.

Throughout the year, volunteers help families as they 
move into and out of the program, help find temporary 
shelter for pets of families while they are in Family 
Promise, provide tutoring, transportation and other 
specific needs as they arise, and attend the going away 
parties when families find permanent housing.  Others 
have helped by contributing funds to specific needs and 
gifts for the families such as Sweet Pea wristbands or 
helping to refurbish an economical home for a family.
 

As volunteer coordinator, I organize the volunteers 
needed for each day we host with Pilgrim.  I attend 
monthly coordinator meetings, meet with the other two 
coordinators (one from Pilgrim and one from the 
Quakers) prior to our hosting weeks, help stock the 
kitchen with lunch food items, and meet with the 
families to help orient them when they move into 
Pilgrim at the beginning of the week.  

Family Promise holds various fundraisers throughout 
the year, and volunteers and coordinators help out with 
these important events.  The main fundraiser is the 
Cardboard Box City, which is held in the fall and 
involves the children from participating congregations.  
This year we also had a float for the Sweet Pea parade, 
sold chili at the Christmas Stroll, and helped 
sponsor the Homeless Connect project.  

As you can see, there are dozens of ways to serve at 
Family Promise.  Our new Social Action committee is 
helping to make this opportunity a priority.  
Besides giving a greater voice to volunteers in Family 
Promise, the Social Action committee can guarantee 
that Beth Shalom's commitment to Family Promise will 
be sustainable.  Family Promise works well because of 
the commitment of everyone involvedÑalmost 500 
volunteers from more that 18 congregations and other 
unaffiliated individuals.   

Beth Shalom Ð Family Promise Volunteer Weeks at 
Pilgrim, 2010 Schedule:
January 3-10
March 14-21
May 23-30
September 5-12 
November 14-21  

Your support is very important, and your involvement 
gives Beth Shalom tremendous visibility within the 
interfaith network of Gallatin Valley.  Contact me 
(Nikki)  shadylane@q.com for more information and to 
see current training schedules.  
 

Family Promise: Dedicated to ending homelessness in the Gallatin Valley
~ Nikki Fink

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, in appreciation of Rabbi Ed speaking at services
Pam McCutcheon and Cory Vellinga, sponsorship of three onegs
Ian Handley and Jenine Kirschenbaum, Shabbat dinner sponsorship
StarsÕn Stripes, misc. donation
Anonymous, misc. donation

Donations
Donations in addition to membership dues are an important part of what makes Beth Shalom run and are a great 

way to commemorate a simcha or other event.  Please notify the temple if you would rather remain anonymous.  

mailto:shadylane@q.com
mailto:shadylane@q.com
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After a handful of white supremacist neo-nazi 
members of a group called "The Montana Creativity 
Movement" demonstrated on the steps of the 
courthouse on Main street in October, Bozeman citizens 
responded by organizing an anti-hate group rally on 
November 2.  The Beth Shalom Social Action 
committee and others from Congregation Beth Shalom 
were centrally involved in planning the rally that drew 
close to 1,000 community members of all ages.  The 
march began on Cleveland and 8th and culminated in a 
rally on the steps of the Wilson School.  

Ethan and Ben Klein wrote and performed a song 
especially for the rally.  Rabbi Ed was among the 
featured speakers that also included other members of 
the Gallatin Valley clergy.  City Commissioners and 
high school students served as security guards during 
the street closings and rally. Children marched with 
their parents, MSU Students marched and student 
government leaders spoke, and the message was the 
same: all people are welcome in Bozeman, but not all 
ideas. Bozeman embraces and values the diversity of 
our community and rejects ideologies of hate, racism, 
and anti-Semitism.

Beth Shalom members Ron Gompertz, Gail Gettler, 
Dennis Aig, Franke Wilmer, Irene Grimberg and others  

put in many hours in the weeks before the rally and a 
long day on November 2 to make the "Hate-Free 
Bozone" a huge success.  The Bozeman Daily 
Chronicle printed a page-sized and a poster-sized 
version of the Hate Free Bozone logo twice in the local 
newspaper.

There have been no more demonstrations by the 
Creativity Movement, but a backwards swastika and the 
words "White Power" were painted on the van 
belonging to Bozeman restaurant owner I-Ho Pomeroy 
in late December.  Bozemanites have shown support for 
I-Ho since then by keeping her restaurant full of 
customers, taking out an ad in the newspaper declaring 
support from Hate Free Bozone, and urging people to 
purchase gift certificates from I-Ho's in addition to 
eating in the restaurant. 

~Franke Wilmer

Living in a Hate-free Bozone

Go on-line to read more about the rally and see video coverage - including Ethan and 
Ben rocking Main street!

http://www.montanasnewsstation.com/global/story.asp?S=11423251

ÒIf you are a different color 
it is because God is creative!Ó   
~Rev. Denise Rogers

http://www.montanasnewsstation.com/global/story.asp?S=11423251
http://www.montanasnewsstation.com/global/story.asp?S=11423251
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“Chanukah oh Chanukah! Drink you gin and tonica.”  
Oh, the words of Adam Sandler (to be considered the 
most important American Reform Jew of 1994, 99, and 
02, by the way).  

OhÉ the days of driving for hours in my car in Los 
Angeles, where there are enough Jews to have this song 
on heavy rotation on the radio.  My heart would pitter-
patter to the cute little tune as my car did her normal 
stop-go-stop-go impression in accordance to the 
bumper-to-bumper 5 oÕclock, 6 oÕclock, and 7 oÕclock 
traffic.

Now, here we are in Bozeman Montana, where I was 
stoked and pleasantly culture shocked to see oh-so-
many nativity scenes planted neatly in the snow, (if you 
squint your eyes long enough and blast your heat in the 
car, Jesus and Mary could be chilling out in a desert.) 
Alas, I was not surprised when my favorite song for 
Chanukah was not played on the radio every other 
other song.   

So what I discovered here in our below-zero 
pleasantville is that while there may be no Adam 

Sandler played, we Jews of Bozeman have our 
Chanukah highlights: 

Dear friends who showcase ÒChanukah glassesÓ that, 
when worn, cause all candle flames to look like little 
stars of David (almost like an acid flashback, but not 
quite); a good old fashioned Saturday afternoon 
Chanukah play in our beautiful library where the 
blond-haired blue-eyed Jesus-esque Bozemanites are 
more than happy to watch in sincere curiosity; 
a stunning menorah standing smack in the middle of 
Main Street with the Mayor more than happy to give a 
speech and eat a donut. 

Oh, and people here can throw a killer Chanukah party.  
YeahÉ doesnÕt beat Adam Sandler on heavy rotation, 
but it comes pretty darn close.

~Zohar Hicks

The Chanukah Song 1 and 3 by Adam Sandler - 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vrd9p47MPHg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d1sf5yqZX-k

Zohar's World  - DonÕt think of it as losing Adam Sandler on endless repeatÉ think of it                      
! ! !         as renewed appreciation for Chanukah glasses 

Congregation Beth Shalom's own Josh Burnim was 
elected President of MAJCO (Montana Association of 
Jewish Communities) at this year's annual meeting in 
Missoula in October. Beth Shalom is one of the nine 
Montana Jewish communities that makes up MAJCO.  
Josh takes over from Aaron Weissman of Great Falls.

MAJCO provides a forum where Jews and Jewish 
communities from around the State come together in a 
pluralistic way to promote Judaism's image within the 
State, to assist one another, and to share common 
concerns.  As President, Josh has already stepped 
forward in his leadership position by organizing the 

statewide menorah lighting this past Chanukah in 
Helena. Each of the nine communities lit a menorah at 
the Capitol and Lt. Governor Bohlinger was the keynote 
speaker.  Josh's wisdom, commitment, and experience, 
which continues to serve Beth Shalom so well, will now 
be shared throughout the State.

~Rabbi Ed

Congratulations Josh!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vrd9p47MPHg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vrd9p47MPHg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d1sf5yqZX-k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d1sf5yqZX-k
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Hilda Zell - Mother of Michael Zell - 1/1
Irving Aig - Father of Dennis Aig

Mark Bertuch - Son of Rhonda and Henri Bertuch - 1/16

Paul Davis - Father of Audrey Coll-Francs - 2/28

Important Member Dates
These dates come from your membership forms.  Please let us know birthdays, anniversaries, and yahrzeiten by filling out 
your membership form or contacting the temple.

Yahrzeiten

Anniversaries

Danny and Zohar Hicks - 1/22/08

Birthdays

Joan Diamond - 1/9/62
Linda Nallick - 1/11/66
Danny Hicks - 1/12/76

Patrick McCutcheon - 1/13/82
Benjamin Nallick - 1/14/98

Henri Bertuch - 1/18
Dennis Aig - 1/19

Irene Grimberg - 1/20/58
Josh Burnim - 1/21/74

Rachel Sharber - 1/23/92
Debbie Kreindler - 1/25/20

Cory Vellinga - 2/3/59
Charles Spangler - 2/12
Brenda Spangler - 2/14
Randy Buser - 2/18/76
Lenore Nelson - 2/23

Alyssa Davis - 2/26/70
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Chanukah Party
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January

1/8: Potluck and Service led by Josh & Ethan
1/8-1/14: Rabbi at a Rabbinic conference
1/11: Shalom Kids & Tots, Jewish parenting discussion
1/14: Intermediate class on Rabbinic texts & literature
1/15: Kabbalat Shabbat & catered dinner, service to be co-led by Shalom Kids
1/16: Torah study
1/17: MLK celebration at Emerson, Rabbi will be speaker
1/17: Intro to Judaism
1/18: Shalom Kids
1/20: Biblical Hebrew for adults 
1/21: Intermediate class on Rabbinic texts & literature
1/22: Caring Committee dinner for the February group
1/23: Torah Study
1/25: Shalom Kids & Tots
1/27: Biblical Hebrew for adults 
1/28: Ritual committee meeting
1/29: Tub'Shavat seder (potluck)
1/30: Torah Study
1/31: Introduction to Judaism: Community

February

2/1: Shalom Kids 
2/3: Biblical Hebrew for adults 
2/4: Board meeting
2/5: Shabbat service and catered dinner 
2/6: Shabbat morning service & Torah study, 9 a.m.
2/7: Introduction to Judaism: Jewish Ethics & Tikun Olam
2/8: Shalom Kids & Tots
2/22: Shalom Kids & Tots, Jewish parenting discussion
2/24: Biblical Hebrew for adults 
2/25: Ritual committee meeting (tentative)
2/27: Torah Study
2/27: Purim Carnival, Megilla Reading, Dinner, Purim Shpiel, Purim Bash with music
2/28: Introduction to Judaism: Jews & Israel

Upcoming Events
Please see email updates for event times and possible schedule changes.


